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Chennai, 21st June 2026
“Young Pharmacists must lead through research and innovation”
· Dr. J. Jayaseelan, President, Tamil Nadu State Pharmacy Council & 
Chairman Indian Drug Manufacturer’s Association 

The Faculty of Pharmacy, Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research in association with the Association of Pharmaceutical Teachers of India (APTI), Tamil Nadu Branch organised the 4th National Level Conference titled, ‘Empowering Future Pharmacists through Research, Innovation and Entrepreneurship’. The conference aimed to promote research excellence, innovation, entrepreneurship, and professional networking among pharmacy educators, researchers, practitioners, and students.
Inaugurating the conference, Dr. J. Jayaseelan, President, Tamil Nadu State Pharmacy Council and Chairman, Indian Drug Manufacturer’s Association (IDMA) said that India exports pharmaceutical products to nearly 200 countries and has emerged as a global leader in pharmaceutical manufacturing. However the country has excelled in production, there is still significant scope for growth in research and innovation. The research is about finding solutions to long-standing problems and that innovation is driven by creativity, critical thinking, scientific knowledge, and a strong research mind set. He encouraged the young students to actively engage in research and innovation which leads to successful entrepreneurship and contribute to the nation’s progress.
The scientific programme featured expert lectures by eminent professionals from academia and the pharmaceutical industry. Dr. Prakash Muthudoss, Director and Chief Scientific Officer, A2Z 4.0 Research and Analytics Private Limited, Chennai delivered a session on research and analytical advancements, Dr. L. Ramanathan, Associate Vice-President (Technical), Apex Laboratories Private Limited, Chennai spoke on current industrial perspectives, and Mr. Nagarjuna Reddy Vennapusa, Manager-Pharmacovigilance and Materiovigilance, Alcon Private Limited, Bengaluru presented insights into pharmacovigilance and materiovigilance practices. These sessions provided participants with valuable knowledge on emerging trends in pharmaceutical sciences.
Young student research scholars, faculty members, and students presented their innovative research findings across various pharmaceutical disciplines through oral and poster presentations. Notably, 2200 students and 400 faculty members participated in the conference and nearly 400 scientific presentations were delivered in the form of oral and poster presentations. The scientific sessions provided an excellent platform for academic interaction, constructive discussions, exchange of ideas, and dissemination of recent advancements in pharmaceutical sciences.
The following awards were presented at the Conference: 
	Life Time Achievement Award 
	Prof. K. Kannan, HoD (Retd.) Dept. of Pharmacy, Annamalai University, Chidambaram 

	Pharmacy Teacher of Eminence Award 
	Prof. T. Vetrichelvan, Dean, Adhiparasakthi College of Pharmacy, Melmaruvathur. 

	Principal of the Year Award 
	Prof. B. Sangameswaran, Principal, SSM College of Pharmacy, Erode 

	Pharmacy Women Teacher of the year Award 
	Prof. R. Kothai, Vice Principal, Vinayaka Missions College of Pharmacy, Salem 

	Pharmacy Teacher Award
	Prof. G. Krishnamoorthy, Vice Principal, Periyar College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Tiruchirappalli 

	Researcher in Pharmaceutical Sciences Award 
	Prof. K. Bhaskar Reddy, Dean, Apollo Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Chittoor 

	Young Pharmacy Teacher Award 
	Dr. L. Priyanka Dwarampudi, Asst. Prof., JSS College of Pharmacy, Udhagamandalam 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Vice Chancellor Dr. Uma Sekar released E-souvenir with free software for drug excipient compatibility. Registrar Dr. S. Senthil Kumar, Dr. K. Sujatha, Principal, Sri Ramachandra Faculty of Pharmacy, Dr. S. Vincent, Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Council for Science and Technology, Dr. V. Sankar, President, APTI-TN and other office bearers of the Association participated in the event. 
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